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Editorial

Editorial

Four Years of UPGRADE

Dear Readers,

It was four years ago (October 2000) when UPGRADE,
“The European Journal for the Informatics Professional”, was
first launched. An initiative of the Council of European Profes-
sional Informatics Societies (CEPIS), our digital journal was
then published, on its behalf, by INFORMATIK/INFORMA -
TIQUE and NOVATICA, the journals of the CEPIS societies
SVI/FSI (Switzerland) and ATI (Spain), respectively.

Bearing in mind that the principal objective of our bimonthly
digital journal (to provide its readers with high quality con-
tents, ranging from practical business experiences to academic
research) is, by definition, a dynamic one, twenty four issues
later we can say that this European undertaking, UPGRADE,
has a number of important achievements of which to be proud:
* Since its inception, UPGRADE has had a Spanish printed

edition, published by NOVATICA, and, since December
2001, an Italian digital edition, promoted jointly by the Ital-
ian CEPIS society ALSI and the Italian IT portal Tecnoteca.
* The readership of our digital journal has increased steadily,
with a current monthly average of 10,000 unique visits and
45 000 PDF downloads from countries all over the world, al-
beit mostly from Europe.
The UPGRADE newsletter, created in 2003, now has 1,118
subscribers.
UPGRADE is ranked number 1 on Google, MSN Search,
Lycos, Yahoo, Hotbot and All the Web, and number 2 on
AOL, if you search for the string “European informatics
journal”.
In 2004 UPGRADE was admitted to the ACM Guide to
Computing Literature and to ACM Computing Reviews, be-
ing now included in many important ICT journal listings.
* In February 2004 a section named MOSAIC was created in
order to expand the contents of our digital journal from its
original monographic approach to a broader one, including
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articles covering any ICT field, always subject to peer re-
view procedures. In order to manage this new section, two
new members joined UPGRADE'’s Editorial Team.

e In April 2004 UPENET (UPGRADE European NETwork)
was born. UPENET is the network of CEPIS publications,
whether paper or electronic.

Its current members are Mondo Digitale, published by the
Italian CEPIS society AICA; the abovementioned NOVATI-
CA; Pliroforiki, published by the Cyprus CEPIS society CCS;
and Pro Dialog, journal co-published in Polish and English by
the Polish CEPIS society PTI-PIPS and the Poznan University
of Technology — Institute of Computing Science. Other jour-
nals belonging to CEPIS societies have expressed a serious in-
terest in joining this network soon.

Although there is still a great deal of room for improvement
and expansion, we can see from all the above that UPGRADE
is now a valuable CEPIS asset and a solid reality in the world-
wide landscape of scientific journals in the ICT field, a reality
we would like to celebrate.

Thanks should be given to all those who make this reality
possible, namely authors, reviewers, members of the Editorial
Team and other personnel in charge of daily operations, CEPIS
societies involved in this initiative (especially ATI), and, last
but not least: you, our readers (ICT professionals, academics
and students in Europe and elsewhere).

Happy birthday, UPGRADE!
Jouko Ruissalo
President of CEPIS
<jouko.ruissalo@ttlry.fi>

Ps. At the closing of this issue we have received the good
news that the OCG Journal, published in German by the Aus-
trian CEPIS society OCG, has just joined UPENET, as ap-
proved by the Board of this society. Willkommen!

ENET

UPGRADE European NETwork

The network of CEPIS member sociefies’ publications
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